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President’s Report  from Jim Reinartz
A Long History of Human Use in the Bog

Sometimes surrounded by wilderness in the remote interi-
or of the Bog it can be startling, almost spooky, to encoun-
ter some evidence of a long past human presence.  Some 
of my most surprising meetings with the past came in 1991 
when I was conducting the first thorough and systematic 
survey of the vegeta-
tion in the wetland.  
This work required 
crossing the Bog on 
transects from west 
to east located every 
quarter mile from 
the north end to the 
south.  

It was shocking, and 
somewhat danger-
ous, when slogging 
through dense vege-
tation somewhere in 
the center of the Bog 
to be tripped up by 
hidden barbed-wire 
fencing.  This hap-
pened too frequently 
and would have oc-
curred even more if my transects had been exactly on the 
quarter-section lines rather than purposefully located a set 
distance north of the sections.  Why would anyone long ago 
do the grueling work to fence their property boundary in 
the middle of the wetland?  It would seem impossible to 
graze cattle in the middle of the swamp, and the abundant 
water hemlock is deadly poisonous to livestock as well as 
to humans.

But none of these encounters with history was as shock-
ing as coming upon an upside-down, half-submerged, 12’ 
aluminum Jon boat deep in the cattail marsh off the south-
eastern shore of Mud Lake in 1991.  I was way back in the 
cattails and shrubs when my transect lead me almost right 
over the boat.  When I repeated the survey on the same 
transects in 2006, the boat was still there [not surprising 
since the boat looked abandoned and hard to move], and I 
never forgot the location of that boat.

I thought occasionally about retrieving the boat.  It was all 
aluminum and upside-down after all; would it still be a use-
able vessel?  A little white line of the visible edge of the 
boat showed clearly on the high-quality 2020 and 2015 ae-
rial photos, and since I knew exactly where to look, I could 
make out the boat on a 1980 aerial.  It had been stuck deep 
in the marsh for over 40 years!

Well, a retired guy 
has more time for 
projects like this and 
in 2022 I talked my 
friend Al Keltner into 
helping me try to 
get the boat out of 
the marsh.  We took 
my canoe from the 
Mud Lake pier to the 
shore closest to the 
boat.  We found the 
boat easily enough; 
by then I had GPS 
coordinates from the 
aerials.  Cutting the 
boat out of the cat-
tails which had grown 
through parts of the 

seats took some work.  
When we flipped the boat over, we found a DNR registra-
tion sticker that expired in 1978.  The real labor was getting 
the Jon boat through the marsh to the shore of Mud Lake.  

Wet and exhausted, Al and I stashed the boat at the shore.  
I later took my canoe back with some oars along and used 
the Jon boat to tow my canoe back to the pier.  A check 
with the DNR Warden 
found that there were no 
ownership claims on the 
boat which could not be 
tracked.  The boat was 
mine and still in perfect-
ly sound condition with 
just the replacement of 
the rotted wooden tran-
som board!  Al and I took 
the boat fishing for the 

Getting the boat across Mud Lake.

1978 registration.



first time last year, and all four of my young grandsons have 
been fishing with me since then.

It is amazing what you can find in the Bog in addition to 
its fantastic natural communities.  I often muse about how 
wonderful it would be to somehow magically locate all of 
the ancient Native American artifacts that must be scat-
tered throughout the wetland.  Human use of the Bog goes 
back a lot further than barbed wire and aluminum boats.

Mud Lake Boardwalk Repairs
By Jim Reinartz

The Friends of Cedarburg Bog constructed the 600 ft.-long 
boardwalk from Cedar Sauk Road to Mud Lake in 2016.  The 
boardwalk is used by many people for safe access to this 
wonderful and unique natural area.  In 2018 we rebuilt the 
terminal sections of the boardwalk after vandals burned and 
destroyed the floating pier sections.  Since that work, one of 
the supports at the very end of the grounded, non-floating, 
portion of the walk sank causing one part of the platform to 
become submerged.

FOCB volunteers recently repaired the last portion of the 
boardwalk to fix that problem.  New supports were con-
structed and installed to bring the grounded platform back 
to a position on the wetland mat that could support its 
weight.  The end of the northern boat storage area was also 
repositioned to mate with the slightly relocated boardwalk.

It would be great to have a volunteer who would regularly 
and frequently use the boardwalk and report any issues that 
need attention to FOCB.  We are committed to maintaining 
this safe access to Mud Lake.  If you are interested in helping 
FOCB keep an eye on the Mud Lake access, please contact 
us.
  

Cedarburg Bog Nest Box 
Initiative:  Spring 2024
By John O’Donnell

For 30 years Dr. Peter Dunn and Dr. Linda Whittingham, orni-
thologists at UW-Milwaukee, conducted long-term research 
projects on the mating habits and success of Tree Swallows 
at the Field Station.  This research resulted in over 30 pub-
lications.  85 swallow nest boxes in two large grids were 
maintained as part of those long-term research projects.  

Dozens of those nest boxes were used every year by the 
Tree Swallows and a few by Eastern Bluebirds; they con-
stituted a major housing facility for the birds of the Field 
Station and Cedarburg Bog.  Drs. Dunn and Whittingham 
recently retired and moved from the area and the fate of 
the nest box facility was uncertain.  The boxes are old; some 
need repair or replacement; and all the boxes need to be 
cleaned out each year before the start of the nesting sea-
son.  Without continued maintenance, this major nesting 
habitat would be lost to this population of birds that have 

Wet, but happy, volunteers Cory Gritzmacher and Brian Morrison after they 
worked to repair the boardwalk.

Repaired boardwalk and boat storage connection.



Website updates completed
By Michelle Inhofer

The FOCB have been gathering feedback on user ex-
periences and analyzing data to make updates to our 
website.  These updates will ensure the best possible in-
terface for both mobile and desktop users and stream-
line the navigation overall.  We have added a video loop 
from the beautiful video Epic Creative made for us to 
highlight the Bog’s diverse landscape.  A new universal 
donation and membership form has helped to create a 
seamless way to support the Friends and our mission 
to preserve and protect the Bog.  The events page has 
been redesigned to simplify the information and make 
each event easier to read and incorporate more imag-
ery.  Our newsletter will now be available in blog format 
that highlights key articles.  Fonts have been updated 
throughout to maximize clarity and readability for the 
entire site, and we’ve added a visitor’s map to ensure 
you can find how to visit the Bog.

We hope you enjoy the ease, beauty, and functionality 
of these updates that our website committee and our 
partners at Foresite Group have worked tirelessly to 
make happen.

for so long called the Field Station home.  With the approval 
and support of the Field Station, the Friends of Cedarburg 
Bog have adopted maintenance of the next box system as 
one of our projects to support bird habitat in the area.

In late February of 2024 a group of FOCB volunteers cleaned 
82 Tree Swallow boxes to prepare them for the 2024 nesting 
season.  Some of the boxes required repair and six of the 
boxes were beyond repair and needed replacement.  FOCB 
volunteers provided materials and constructed new boxes 
for those that needed to be replaced.  Over the next few 
years, all of the old boxes will need to be replaced to main-
tain nest box grid.

Evidence of Tree Swallow nesting in 2023 was found in 41 
of the 82 usable boxes, a 50% box occupancy rate.  It is im-
possible to know how many swallows actually fledged from 
these nests as the boxes were not monitored during the 
nest season in 2023.  Tree Swallows have only one brood 
per season, with on average four to six chicks per nest; how-
ever, the fledge rate for these birds is undoubtedly less than 
the hatch rate.  Bluebirds occupied three of the 82 nest box-
es.  Eastern Bluebirds often raise two broods in the same 
nesting season and given that they also average five or six 
or more hatchlings per brood, these nest boxes were most 
probably productive.  In 2024, the Friends of the Cedarburg 
Bog plan to monitor these nest boxes in order to more accu-
rately estimate the fledging success for both Tree Swallows 
and Eastern Bluebirds.      

When it comes to reports documenting the impact of hu-
man activities upon the environment, most of the news 
these days is bad news. Nest boxes are definitely good 
news. The ongoing nationwide recovery of the Wood Duck 
and the Eastern Bluebird is in large measure due to humans 
building and erecting nest boxes. Constructed nest boxes 
for Tree Swallows nationwide have also been shown to slow 

the decline of this vulnerable species. Based on estimates 
of probable numbers of fledglings from the various boxes 
in and around the Cedarburg Bog over the past ten years, it 
appears that the Cedarburg Bog Nest Box Initiative is fulfill-
ing its mission to increase or at a minimum hold steady the 
population numbers of Wood Ducks, Tree Swallows, Eastern 
Bluebirds, and possibly Hooded Mergansers.  

Many thanks to Kira Dayton, John Hurth, Braden Meyer, 
Richard Albert, Thomas Thornton, Bob Strand, Jim Reinartz, 
and Michael & Jane Sebzda for their volunteer assistance 
with nest box mainte-
nance this past season 
and to Tom Thorton and 
Jim Reinartz for build-
ing boxes for those that 
needed to be replaced.  
Anyone interested in 
volunteering to work 
with the Nest Box Ini-
tiative in 2024 should 
send a message to the 
Friends of the Cedar-
burg Bog website: 
bogfriends.org

Bird boxes

New tree swallow bird box



C/O UWM Saukville Field Station
3095 Blue Goose Road
Saukville, WI  53080

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Friends of the Cedarbug Bog Events
Unless otherwise noted, walks meet at the UWM Saukville Field Station on Blue Goose Rd.
Registration Required.  Please register at: www.bogfriends.org (click on Programs & Events). 

Walks are free and open to the public; a $5 donation is appreciated. 
Questions? Contact (414) 897-1739 or bogfriends@gmail.com  Please, No Pets.
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Ozaukee-Washington Birding Coalition

OWBC Partners

The Ozaukee-Washington Birding Coalition (OWBC) has scheduled events coming up.  The coalition consists of the Friends of the Cedarburg Bog, the Lac Lawrann 
Conservancy, Mequon Nature Preserve, and Riveredge Nature Center.  Each organization will offer events and handle registration for the event.  
Visit www.bogfriends.org for full event details.

LLC - LacLawrann Conservancy
300 Schmidt Rd, West Bend

laclawrann.org

MNP – Mequon Nature Preserve
Pieper Power Education Center

8200 W County Line Rd, Mequon
mequonnaturepreserve.org 

RNC – Riveredge Nature Center 
4458 County Hwy Y, Saukville

riveredgenaturecenter.org

Like us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/TheFriendsoftheCedarburgBog/

Follow us on Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/friends_cedarburgbog/

Join our Email List
https://bogfriends.org/mailing-list/

Ways to Stay Connected 
with the FOCB

Quarterly Board Meeting
Thursday, July 11, 6:00 pm
All members are welcome to join the FOCB board meeting. The July meeting is 
being held in person and over Zoom.  If interested in the agenda and to receive 
access to the meeting, please contact admin@bogfriends.org

Dragonflies with Jamie Schiesel
Saturday, July 13, 10am - 1pm
Join Jamie Schiesel for a short indoor program followed by a field trip through 
the Cedarburg Bog looking for odonates (dragonflies and damselflies). Wisconsin 
has 160+ species of odonates to see from April all the way to early November. 
Learn about the anatomy and life cycle of these ancient insects, and have the 

opportunity to see them up close in the field. The bog is home to many families 
of odonates, each with unique colors, size, and lifestyle to discover! Jamie works 
at the Mequon Nature Preserve as the Ecological Education Manager and is a 
current board member of the Wisconsin Dragonfly Society.

Ethnobotany with Lee Olsen
Saturday, July 20,  9am - Noon
Wet areas such as bogs and lakes provide the most diverse habitats for useful 
plants and animals. Lee will show the plants off the Cedarburg Bog boardwalk 
and its wooded islands, and tell us Indian names, stories, and uses. Expect some 
demonstrations such as digging roots and stripping barks for cord, dye, fiber, 
food, and medicine. 

Three Billion Birds Lost – and What to Do About It
July 10 (Wednesday) at 7 p.m.
Hybrid live and Zoom program at Mequon Nature
“Why American Bird Species are in Such Decline & What 
Needs to be Done” by Dr. Jackie Augustine, Audubon of 
Kansas executive director 
A recent study revealed that we’ve lost one in four 
individual birds since 1970. However, not all species 
declined, and some habitats have experienced greater 
declines than others. Dr. Augustine will explain how this 
was estimated, describe trends in the data with respect to 
species and habitats.

Standing Up for Birds
Aug. 14 (Wednesday) at 7 p.m.
Hybrid live and Zoom program at Riveredge Nature 
Center by  Shawn Graff, American Bird Conservancy’s vice 
president for U.S. and Canada operations; no registration 
required.
For more than 25 years, the American Bird Conservancy 
(ABC) has been standing up for birds and their habitats 
throughout the Americas. 
Graff joined ABC’s leadership team in 2016 and leads ABC 
conservation programs and projects in the Great Lakes 
region.


