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tough and strong. One can actually
tie the twigs in bow knots. If one
attempts to snap off a branch quickly
the wood itself may break and
separate from the bark. It may even
come away altogether, leaving the
startled flower-gatherer with a
perfectly bare twig in his hand and
on the bush, dangling like an empty
glove, the bark with its flowers and
leaves still intact.”

MUD LAKE BOARDWALK

Most of its names reflect its use as a
fiber plant. Leatherwood twigs were
woven into baskets; its strong bark
was made into bow strings, fishing
line, rope, and twine, and the bark
was used to sew together baskets
made with other fibers and to fasten
birch bark to canoe frames.

WELL DONE!

Photo by Ron Tayge

The new boardwalk into the south side of Mud Lake is finished (it’s the
farthest-left of the three spurs, above). Many thanks to those who spoke
up during the public comment periods, who donated to the building fund,
and who helped to build it. The trail to the boardwalk begins at the pulloff at the intersection of Horns Corners and Cedar Sauk Roads.

CELEBRATING LEATHERWOOD

For a plant that’s unfamiliar to many
people, leatherwood has collected a
lot of common names – names that
tell the story of its natural history
and of its intersection with us - “bois
de plomb” (“lead wood,” for its
strong, but soft wood), ropewood,
thongbark, moosewood, wickopy
(from an Algonquian word for “tying
bark”), swampwood, American
mezereon, and poisonberry.
Leatherwood (Dirca palustris) is an
uncommon native shrub that’s found
throughout the eastern half of North
America. It thrives on a variety of
soils in moist, dappled woods and
slopes and along stream banks, and
it can be found in the Beech Woods
and at the north end of the Bog.

Leatherwood has smooth, gray bark,
alternate branches, and oval leaves;
and although it typically grows four
to six feet tall, it can reach nine feet.

It’s hard to reconcile its uses by
humans with the fact that it is
poisonous, both to eat and to touch.
It’s in the Thymelaeaceae (Merezon)
family, a family made up primarily of
woody plants, and one that includes
many poisonous species. A toxic
glucoside and an acrid resin are
found in the bark, fruit, and roots of
leatherwood, and its stems contain
calcium oxalate crystals (the same
crystals that make tasting raw skunk
cabbage and Jack-in-the-pulpit so
memorable). Eating it causes a
burning sensation in the mouth and
distressing intestinal symptoms, and
for many people, just touching the
inner bark results in blisters, sores,
and skin irritation.

Its small, pale yellow flowers are
easily overlooked gems of early
spring, when they bloom as the
shrub’s leaves are starting to unfold.
The bud scales are hairy, affording
the buds some extra protection on
chilly nights. Grassy-green leaves
turn yellow in late summer, when its
green fruit turns purplish-red.
Edgar Anderson tells us in a 1933
Bulletin of Popular Information from
the Arnold Arboretum, Harvard
University that “The branches are

surprisingly limber and the bark is

Leatherwood – a late April bloomer

Despite its poisonous properties,
leatherwood had a place among the
herbal medicines of early Native
Americans. It was used to treat
kidney troubles (the Menomonee
name for it means “variegated
urine”), and it was also used for lung
problems, as a laxative and diuretic,
for skin sores and cancers, and as a
wash for strengthening hair. Twigs
were chewed to relieve the pain of
tooth decay, though Constantine
Rafinesque, a remarkable naturalist
who explored America in the early
1800’s, reported that the bark and
root have a “peculiar nauseous smell

and an unpleasant acrimonious
taste.”

Leatherwood leaves and fruit

Other than pollinating it, most
insects leave it alone. A few sources
say that the buds and twigs are
choice deer browse, but others say
the opposite, and although it’s also
called moosewood, I couldn’t find it
on any list of plants browsed by
moose. Birds relish the fruits.

TREASURES OF OZ ECO-TOUR
This year’s Treasures of Oz event is
June 17. “Treasures” offers everyone
the opportunity to visit six natural
areas in Ozaukee County and learn
about them from volunteers who are
stationed there. The sites are open
from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
This year’s stops will be at Spirit
Lake, Tendick Park, Ehlers Park,
Harrington Beach State Park, Forest
Beach Migratory Preserve, and the
Cedarburg Bog University boardwalk,
which is not open to the public
except for guided walks.
The celebration begins at 10:00 AM
at the event headquarters at Forest
Beach Migratory Preserve, north of
Port Washington, and the party will
wrap up there at 5:30 PM. Forest
Beach will host dragonfly and
preserve walks, a raptor talk, Randy
Hetzel and his critters, bug hotels,

exhibits, food, music, displays, a
silent auction, and a raffle. Maps,
schedules, and passports will be
available after May 1st at
https://treasuresofoz.org.

NATURAL HISTORY WORKSHOPS

Again this spring and summer, the
UWM Field Station is offering an
array of natural history workshops.
Many of the workshops are two-day,
Friday-Saturday classes. This year’s
topics include Introduction to the
Algae (June 2-3), Vegetation of
Wisconsin (June 12-17), Sedge
Identification and Ecology (June 1617), Wildlife Inventory and
Monitoring (July 14-15), Aquatic
Invertebrates (July 28-29), Grasses Identification and Inventory (Aug 45), Aquatic Vascular Plants (Aug 1819), Wetland Delineation (Sept 1516), and Invasive Plant Management
(Sept 30).
For course descriptions, dates and
fees, visit the workshop pages at
https://uwm.edu/fieldstation/workshops/ or contact the
Field Station at 262-675-6844 or
fieldstn@uwm.edu.
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Friends of the Cedarburg Bog
Supporting stewardship and
appreciation of the Cedarburg Bog
through land management,
preservation, research and education.

EAGLES IN THE BOG

When a pair of Bald Eagles nested in
the Mequon area in the spring of
2007, they became the first eagles
to produce young in southeastern
Wisconsin in a century. Eagles’ presettlement numbers had plummeted
- first when the birds interacted with
immigrants as Wisconsin began to be
settled in the 1800’s, and then in the
1960’s and 70’s, when a build-up of
DDT in their fat caused them to lay
thin-shelled eggs, making incubation
impossible. The DNR counted 108
occupied eagle territories in 1973.
Today, because of laws banning DDT
and protecting the birds themselves,
there are 1,504 occupied eagle
territories in the state.
Eagles are very large birds with a
slow, deep wingbeat similar to that
of a Great Blue Heron. Juveniles are
dark, chocolate brown with random
white splotches on body and wings;
they don’t grow their characteristic
white head and tail feathers until
they reach breeding age in their fifth
year, and they may live for 35 years
or more in the wild. Bald Eagles
weigh between eight and twelve
pounds and have wingspreads from
six to eight feet; the females are
larger than males (no, they do not
fly away with babies – a load of
three or four pounds is their max,
and sustained flight with anything
heavier would be difficult).

A juvenile Bald Eagle soars past the Field
Station; Photo by Seth Cutright

Apparently, eagles attract other
eagles, and the birds must be getting
used to their human neighbors,
because more nests have been built
in this part of the State during the
past few years, and sightings of both
adult and juvenile Bald Eagles have
become fairly regular around the
Bog. Juveniles are nomadic until they
reach breeding age; in Wisconsin,
adults and juveniles are found near
open water in the winter.

About half their diet is fish,
supplemented by mammals and
birds, and like most predators, they
like to kill their own prey to ensure
freshness. But they’re adaptable they’re not above stealing hard-won
prey from other predators, and
they’re perfectly happy scavenging
at a carcass (evidence, Ben Franklin
argued, of “bad moral character”
that made them unsuitable
candidates for our National emblem).
Their tree-top nests are huge and
shaggy, growing every year as they
add more branches during courtship
(nests may grow to 12 feet deep, 8
feet across, and weigh more than a
ton); but they will not use the manmade platforms that have been
erected in the area for Osprey. Both
males and females incubate the eggs
and bring food to the nestlings, and
the young begin to fly at about three
months. We’re hoping to find a nest
within the Cedarburg Bog soon.

BOARD TALK

A red fox looks for food on a picked-over
skeleton

Eagles, as well as Rough-legged
Hawks (a winter visitor) and Redtailed Hawks, and mammals like fox,
coyotes, opossums and raccoons will
take advantage of a carcass, fresh or
otherwise, and a score of smaller
mammals finish the job.

OUT OF DEATH – LIFE

Winter is tough for the animals that
stay active during it; wildlife comes
out of winter hungry, stressed, and
at their lowest populations of the
year. It’s especially difficult for deer,
which require five to seven pounds of
food a day and whose winter diet is
restricted to twigs, stems and buds
of woody plants like cedar, aspen,
and ash (note the “browse line,” the
highest that a deer can reach, on
cedars around the Bog). Deer gather
in herds (yard up) in snowy winters
and may exhaust local food supplies.

Juvenile Bald Eagle finds something
delicious

Not much left for a wary coyote

Red-tailed Hawk, a common raptor
year-round

Here are some trail-cam pictures of
animals around the Bog, taken as
they feed on deer carcasses.

Join us on April 23rd from 9:00 AM
until noon for a program about
mammals of our area, presented by
Julia Robson, assistant Natural Areas
Coordinator for the Milwaukee Parks
Department. We’ll talk about what’s
here and how to identify it, and then
we’ll head outside to look for
mammals and mammal signs.

The Cedarburg Bog is a Wetland
Gem and an Important Bird Area.

Dear Friends,
I’m thrilled, honored, and
humbled to serve as Board
President for the next two
years. This organization and
the unique land that we cherish
are without parallel.
I see my role as Listener-inChief, to really pay attention to
the concerns, hopes, dreams
and ideas of the board,
members, volunteers, and the
community-at-large. We are an
incredibly smart and talented
group and I hope to nurture
and steward this culture to the
best of my ability.
The first news I have to report
is both a loss and a gain to the
Board of Directors. Chris Ford,
who served in the Fundraising
committee for three years, has
decided to step down as he will
be spending more time in his
adopted home of Santa Fe,
New Mexico. Chris has been an
important supporter of and
counselor to the Friends. His
vision and his advocacy for
setting aside public green
space to span Ozaukee County
has inspired greater protection
efforts and brought new
advocates to this cause.
We are very excited to temper
this news of Chris’s departure
by announcing the addition of
Zoe Finney to the Board and
the incipient powerhouse
marketing committee. Zoe
holds a degree in Informational
Graphics and Publication
Design and is a Graphic
Designer for Schlitz Audubon
Nature Center, in addition to
running her own business. She
is a new and avid birder and an
atlaser for the Wisconsin
Breeding Bird Atlas II as well
as serving on the Board of
Directors for the Western Great
Lakes Bird and Bat
Observatory. We are thrilled
that she has joined us!

Tim Vargo

Near the end of the boardwalk,
Watt’s Lake comes into view.
Tamarack sentinels stand tall at its
edge giving way to cattails and then
an expanse of ice stretching to the
opposite shore. I stay a while on the
pier that extends into the lake,
gazing at the trees across the ice
and taking in the beauty of the

Jim Ellis, Stewardship Chairman

BOG STATS
2200
Acres in the Cedarburg Bog (wetland) State
Natural Area
Nearly 80
Acres in the Cedarburg Beech Woods State
Natural area
200
Acres in Mud Lake (in a wet year)
35 feet
Depth of the Mud Lake basin
1 – 2 ½ feet
Depth of clear water in Mud Lake above the
muck layer, depending on the Lake’s water
level

UWM Field Station
3095 Blue Goose Road
Saukville, WI 53080

Crowns of trees are silhouetted against
the winter sky

Meandering on, an aging forest of
birch, basswood, beech and towering
white cedars surrounds me. I wonder
how many visitors they have
witnessed in their lifetime. Reaching
a fork in the trail, I choose to walk to
Watt’s Lake. A hike to the meadow
will wait for another day. Soon I
come to a boardwalk that carries me
through the conifer swamp. The
trees, predominantly white cedar,
are smaller here; their roots
intertwined, they cling tenaciously to
the hummocks rising above the icy
water surrounding them.

I recall times spent here on warmer
days and resolve to come back again
soon. Perhaps then, the ice will be
gone, spring peepers will have begun
their chorus. As the afternoon fades,
I start back. Emerging from the
forest, I feel relaxed and refreshed.
In the short time spent here tensions
have drained away. I am renewed,
ready to get back to my daily
routine, but already planning a
return visit.

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Crossing a short wooden bridge, I
walk deeper into the forest becoming
aware of its beauty. The crowns of
trees are silhouetted against the
winter sky revealing the intricate
patterns of their branches and buds
ready to burst forth. Alongside the
trail, the soft catkins of pussy willows
signal the approach of spring and
close examination of shrubs and
trees shows evidence of browsing by
white tail deer and cottontail rabbits.

Otherwise, there is silence excepting
for the sound of my feet on the
blanket of slushy snow that remains
on the trail and the forest floor. The
air is different here; I breathe
deeply, taking in the freshness.
Tensions from a busy morning begin
to drain away.

winter afternoon sky and the Quiet.
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Pulling into the parking lot at the
HWY 33 access for Watt’s Lake, I find
it empty. Alone, heading down the
trail into the forest, I pass by an
esker that was cut away to make the
path, exposing gravel deposited by
the glacier long ago. Traffic noise is
fading away.

A cool breeze stirs the trees and
touches my face softly. The sun
peeks through the clouds also
touching my face and hinting at
warmth that spring will bring. I hear
a woodpecker drumming in the
distance and the cawing of a distant
crow.
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ON THE TRAIL WITH JIM
A Winter Afternoon

CALENDAR
See the Treasures of Oz website treasuresofoz.org and the
websites of our partner organizations for more details about these
and many other events.
Pancake Breakfast
April 2, 9 AM to 1 PM RNC
Breakfast in the sugarbush – pancakes with Riveredge syrup.
Fee: check website for event information
Midwest Annual Crane Count
April 8, 5:30 to 7:30 AM CDT Crane count
Registration required, find your county coordinator at
https://www.savingcranes.org/counter-information/ or 608-3569462.
Spirit and Nature – a Reading and Conversation
with Anishinaabe Poets
April 20, 7 to 8:30 PM UEC Riverside
A program showcasing Native American pictographs, ledger art, and
contemporary images and poetry about nature and Native themes
of place and spiritual sustenance.
Free, donations appreciated
Earth Day Celebration
April 21, 1 PM MNP
Kohl’s Wild Theater will perform Aldo Leopold and the Sand County
Ghost. Guests may also participate in seed planting and crafts.
Free. All ages
Earth Day of Service
April 22, 9 AM to 1:30 PM UEC all sites
Learn about bluebirds and about setting up and monitoring bluebird
houses in your back yard. Register for Class # 10509-01 on the LLC
website.

Community Planting Day
June 10, 9:30 to 11:30 AM UEC
Grab your gloves and trowels and head to the UEC’s Menomonee
Valley branch to help reestablish native vegetation.
Free, Family-friendly.
Hug Your Neighborhood Tree
June 11, 1 PM MNP
Join Mequon Nature Preserve, Riveredge Nature Center and the
Wisconsin Arborist Association for an afternoon of tree climbing,
arborist games, tree walks and crafts. Call MNP for more
information.
Treasures of Oz Eco-Tour
June 17, sites - 9 AM to 3 PM; party at Forest Beach Migratory
Preserve 10 AM to 5:30 PM.
Print a passport and visit Ozaukee County destinations. See
information elsewhere in the newsletter.
Free, Family-friendly.
Annual Butterfly Count
June 24, 8:30 AM to 3 PM RNC
Come for all or part of the day; bring a bag lunch and wear walking
shoes as we survey the butterfly species that call Riveredge home.
We’ll start at 8:30 with a short butterfly identification review.
“Escarpment” film
June 23, 7 to 8:30 PM RNC
Join us for the premier of a film about Door County 45 million years
ago, produced by geologist, monologist, and “sustainologist” Roger
Kuhns. What was Door County like then, what might lie in its future,
and why??
Fee TBA.

Tracking the Arrival of Spring
May 4, 1 to 3:30 PM UWM Field Station
Take a walk in the woods, learn about phenology studies at the Field
Station and about Citizen Science phenology projects. To register call
262-675-6844 or email fieldstn@uwm.edu.

RNC – Riveredge Nature Center
4458 County Hwy Y, Saukville
riveredgenaturecenter.org
(262) 375-2715 (800) 287-8098

Great Wisconsin Birdathon
May 6, 9 AM to 6:30 PM MNP
Hike the Preserve while surveying birds. Free

MNP – Mequon Nature Preserve
8200 W County Line Rd, Mequon
mequonnaturepreserve.org
(262) 242-8055

Birdathon-Bandathon
May 13, 6 AM to 4 PM RNC
Find birds on your own or contact Carl Schwartz
(cschwartz3@wi.rr.com) to join a team – the goal is to identify 100
species on Riveredge property. Drop by the banding station
(morning only).
Free, donations encouraged – this is the Noel J. Cutright Bird Club’s
only fundraiser of the year.
International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD)
May 20, 7 AM to mid-afternoon
FBMP & other Ozaukee County sites
Celebrate migratory birds at Forest Beach Migratory Preserve and
other Ozaukee County sites. See the website for details.
Frothy Forage
May 20, Noon to 5 PM RNC
Live music, games, hiking trails, beer and wine from local producers,
and food available for purchase from local restaurants. Check the
website for details and registration.

LLC – Lac Lawrann Conservancy
300 Schmidt Rd, West Bend
laclawrann.org (262) 335-5080
UEC – Urban Ecology Center Riverside Park
1500 E Park Place, Milwaukee
urbanecologycenter.org
See website for other UEC locations
(414) 964-8505
FBMP – Forest Beach Migratory Preserve
4970 Country Club Road, Belgium
owlt.org (262) 338-1794
wglbbo.org

FRIENDS EVENTS

Unless otherwise noted, walks meet at the UWM Field Station on Blue Goose Rd. Space is limited, so please register.
To register, visit bogfriends.org (click on Events). Walks are free and open to the public; a $5 donation is appreciated.
Questions? Contact (262) 675-6844 or fieldstn@uwm.edu. Please, No Pets.
Quarterly Board Meeting
May 25, 6 to 8 PM
Members welcome.

Late Spring Bird Walk
June 4, 6:30 to 8:30
Some species are still passing through, and
others are settling in for the summer.

Woodcocks & Frogs
April 20, 7:30 – 9:30 PM
Frogs singing in the wetlands, Woodcock
dancing in the air. Bring a flashlight; boots not
needed.

What’s up in the Bog
June 11, 9:00 AM to Noon
As spring turns to summer, we’ll enjoy the calls
of Sandhill Cranes as we see what’s in bloom
along the boardwalk.

Mammals of our Area
April 23, 9:00 AM to noon
From howling coyotes to flying squirrels, find
out about the mammal species that may call
the Bog home. Indoor and outdoor program.

Ethnobotany
July 8, 9:00 to noon
The Native Americans depended on the Bog
and its uplands for food, fiber, building
materials, medicines and more. Find out what
plants were available to them in summer.

Frogs (and maybe Woodcocks)
May 4, 7:30 to 9:30 PM
Most Woodcocks are settled on nests, but we’ll
listen for the last of the sky-dancers and the
late spring species of frogs. Bring a flashlight;
boots not needed.
Bird Walk for Spring Migrants
May 7, 7:00 to 9:00 AM
Will migration be early or late? Join us to hike
the trails and look for the new spring arrivals.
Bring binoculars if you have them

Majestic White Cedars at the north end of the Bog.
Photo by Jim Ellis

Natural History of Wood Ducks
July 16, 9:00 to 11:00 AM
The Friends’ Wood Duck nest box project has
been very successful. Learn about these
beautiful, tree-nesting ducks and then help to
check some nest boxes.

Out of the Ice – Gifts from the Glaciers
May 21, 10:00 AM to noon
Learn about the glaciers that covered Wisconsin
and the gifts they left behind. Join us to explore
the glacial landforms that contain and surround
the Cedarburg Bog.

North End of the Bog
May 14, 9:00 to noon
What better way to celebrate Mother’s Day
then exploring the trails at the north end of the
Spring in the Bog
Bog with Field Station Director Jim Reinartz?
May 28, 9:00 AM to noon
Meet in the parking lot on Highway 33 near
Witness the exuberance of spring birds, flowers,
Lakeland Rd. No bathroom facilities.
fern, frogs and more in this wonderful wetland.
Marsh Marigolds

I am interested in helping FOCB with…
Name(s)
Address
City/State/Zip
Phone

Email Address

We will now contact you via email and send you our quarterly newsletter, The Bog
Haunter, electronically.

Scientific studies
Grant applications
Invasive species control
Trail maintenance,
construction
Special events

Office support
Graphic design
Educational programs
Computer support –
website or database

Other way I’d like to help:

If you do NOT wish to receive The Bog Haunter via email and prefer to receive a paper copy via regular mail, please check here: ______

BY CHECK to “FRIENDS OF CEDARBURG BOG, INC.” to Friends of Cedarburg Bog, c/o UWM Field Station, 3095 Blue Goose
Road, Saukville, WI 53080 OR ONLINE AT WWW.BOGFRIENDS.ORG/JOIN-THE-FRIENDS.
The Friends of the Cedarburg Bog is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. The Friends provided no goods or services to you for your donation.
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