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What's In a name? 
A frequently asked questions is, 
"Why is it called the Cedarburg Bog 
when it's in the Town of Saukville?" 
The best guess is that the name 
was assigned by someone sitting at 
a desk, nowhere near the property 
at a time when Cedarburg was the' 
most recognizable name in the 
area. 

In fact, the second half of the name 
is also wrong. The word "bog" 
conjures up an image of a northern 
wetland with pitcher plants, black 
spruce, sundews, and blueberries 
growing on a quaking mat of 
sphagnum moss. 

To scientists, a "bog" is a wetland 
that gets its water only from 
precipitation and from water running 
off of surrounding lands. Our bog 
gets some of its water from 
underground springs, particularly at 
its northern end. 

The Cedarburg Bog also differs 
from true bogs because it has an 
outlet stream which exits near the 
intersection of Highway Y and 
Cedar Sauk Road. 

Finally, though the Cedarburg Bog 
does _grow a variety of plants typical 
of acrd bogs, like blueberries 
sphagnum, sundew and pitcher 
plants, its pH (acidity) varies from 
neutral t? sli~htly alkaline (basic); 
after a b1g ram or snow melt, it turns 
acid briefly due to acid precipitation. 
There is a small , acid bog isolated 
within this large alkaline system. 

Though it contains other types of 
wetlands as well, the Cedarburg 
Bog is classified as a "calcareous 
fen~ - a wetland with springs and 
dramage and with , as those of us in 
the neighborhood know, hard water 
carrying plenty of minerals. 

Who are the Friends? 
In winter of 2005, a steering 

· committee was formed, made up 
of people who wanted to create an 
organization whose mission is to 
help protect and promote the 
health of the Cedarburg Bog 
ecosystem and to increase public 
understanding of the Bog. 

Six purposes were identified -
research and monitoring, land 
preservation and management 
public education, recreation ' 
(consistent with the Bog's status 
as a State Natural Area), and 
attracting both the volunteers and 
the funds that will allow us to 
accomplish these goals. 

It took about nine months to get 
through the legalities of writing by
laws, setting up a Board, 
establishing non-profit status and 
giving the Bog's neighbors a ' 
"heads-up," before we were ready 
for a membership drive. 

Th~ B~ard is a diverse group 
umted m the goal of wanting our 
great grandchildren to enjoy an 
unspoiled Cedarburg Bog. Share 
the membership form with a friend 
and remember, the answer to 
"WHO?" is- "YOU!" 

Send your Questions 
Please send us your questions 
about the Bog and its inhabitants. 
Answers will be printed in future 
newsletters. 
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Skunk Cabbage 
To many naturalists, the poster child 
for spring wildflowers is the skunk 
cabbage. First (and homeliest) of 
the wildflowers, look for it in 
wetlands as pussy willows and silver 
maples bloom. Emerging skunk 
cabbage leaves can melt the 
surrounding snow through a 
combination of chemical action and 
heat from the com posting of last 
year's leaves. 

A purplish, hood-shaped spathe 
with its Styrofoam texture, shelt~rs 
and insulates the flowering structure 
or spadix. Wind that enters the 
spathe circulates in a vortex that 
keeps the inside temperature stable. 
When the soil temperature reaches 
32 degrees, the respiration of the 
spadix warms the inside of the 
spathe to a constant temperature of 
about 72 degrees. 

Blooming before flying pollinators 
emerge, skunk cabbage's rotten 
odor and liver-colored streaks 
attract flesh-flies and carrion flies to 
the tiny yellow flowers on the 
spadix. Conspicuous, green leaves 
emerge after the plant has bloomed· 
a pinch of the leaves in spring will ' 
explain the plant's name. 

Although the raw plant is toxic to 
humans, unopened spathes are 
oft~n eaten by muskrats in early 
spnng, and the leaves and flowering 
structures are favored by bears. 



Getting things done 
The Friends of the Cedarburg Bog 
has seven committees. Each 
committee decided on some short
term projects and long-term goals. 
Please contact the Friends if you 
want to be active on any committee. 

Administrative- Made up of the 
Board officers, this committee 
handles on-going paperwork and 
makes short-term decisions on 
behalf of the Board. 

Conservation - The conservation 
committee is concerned with the 
protection of land both within and 
beyond the Cedarburg Bog wetland 
and the borders of the state lands. 

Education -This year's goals are to 
develop a slide or a PowerPoint 
program for use in community 
education and to attract and train 
guides to lead groups on trail walks. 

Fund-raising -This committee will 
oversee the development of fund
raising events and long-term efforts 
such as grant applications. Without 
fundraisers, the goals of the 
committees and of the group won't 
turn into action. 

Outreach- The Outreach committee 
will handle press releases and the 
membership drive. 

Newsletter -write , compile and mail 
a quarterly newsletter to members 
and to community governments. 

Stewardship- will hold workdays 
for control of invasive plants, 
establish an osprey nest platform in 
Mud Lake, build teaching platforms 
on the UWM boardwalk, and recruit 
volunteers. 

Anatomy of the Bog 
The Cedarburg Bog formed over 
thousands of years in a basin that 
was scraped, and then filled, by a 
more-than-mile-high wall of glacial 
ice. In the early centuries of its 
existence, there was far more open 
water than is present today. 

-Water in that system acted exactly 
like the water in an ice cube tray -
it expanded as it froze. As it 
expanded, annually, for millennia, 
it shoved against and raised the 
edges of the wetland. Cracks that 
formed in the ice throughout 
winter filled with water that 
refroze, continuing the relentless 
pressure of the ice on the 
surrounding land. 

The result is a ridge extends most 
of the approximately ten miles 
around the Bog. This ridge, called 
an ice push ridge, is echoed on 
islands in the Bog. 

A terrace lies about five feet below 
an ice push ridge on the west 
island on UWM property. At the 
edge of this terrace is a second, 
lower ridge. This suggests that 
the water level dropped about five 
feet, stayed level for a while, and 
then receded again. 

If the bands of plant communities 
that surround the Bog's central 
string bog are like layers of an 
onion, the ice push ridge is the 
onion's outermost skin. 

Wisconsin's seasons are about as 
variable as seasons can get, yet a 
predictable sequence, a rough 
calendar of natural events can be 
recognized. The science of that 
calendar is called "phenology". 

Spring is a great time to get into 
phenology, since it's much easier 
to note the first sightings of 
species than th.eir final 
disappearance. Keeping a yearly 
calendar of the emerging, 
blooming, migrating, singing, 
nesting, and the hatching or birth 
of species that interest you can 
result in a collection of valuable 
data. 

2 

Some dates to look forward to: 
April 1 -Turkey vultures, great blue 
herons and tree swallows return. 
Canada geese lay eggs. 

Mid-April- Skunk cabbage, red and 
silver maples, and pussy willows 
bloom, spring peepers peep, chorus 
and wood frogs sing, and young 
cottontails are born. 

May 1 - Barn swallows, orioles, 
chimney swifts and rose-breasted 
grosbeaks return . Marsh marigold 
is in bloom. Toads trill. 

Mother's Day...: Early spring 
wildflowers or spring ephemerals, 
peak- trilliums, anemones, trout 
lilies. First waves of warblers arrive. 

End of May - Monarch butterflies 
return, wild geranium, columbine, 
and small yellow lady's-slipper 
orchids bloom, green frogs sing. 

Volunteer Coordinator 
All of the projects the Friends 
undertake will require volunteers. 
As our numbers grow, we will need 
someone who can keep track of 
volunteers and can contact people 
who are interested in workdays, 
events and projects. 

Volunteer Resources Coordinator is 
a key position in a young 
organization. We are looking for an 
organized, out-going, self-starting, 
person with good communication 
skills who will work with the Board, 
support the volunteers, and promote 
the Friends and volunteerism in the 
community. 

The job is expected to take three to 
four hours a week and may be done 
from home or at the Field Station. 
The Friends will provide 
opportunities to attend training 
sessions. At present, it is a 
volunteer, not a paid, position. 

Contact Jim Reinartz at the UWM 
Field Station (262-675-6844) ore
mail jimr@uwm.edu for more 
information. 
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Invasive plants 
Plants and animals that arrived 
after the European discovery of the 
continent are labeled introduced, 
alien, and sometimes invasive. 
Despite the negative label, not all of 
the plants that arrived from Europe 
and Asia are problem plants (and 
not all nuisance plants are aliens). 
Away from their historic controls 
(their Old World predators, grazers 
and parasites) , populations of some 
plants explode, and they displace 
and eliminate native species. 
When native plants disappear, so 
do the animals that depend on 
them, leaving an impoverished 
landscape. 

Garlic mustard is an early bloomer 
in woods, along roadways, and in 
waste areas. Its characteristic 
chartreuse , garlicky-smelling leaves 
are edible and medicinal. The 
small flowers have four, white 
petals arranged in a cross shape, 
which explains the mustard family 
name Crucifereae. 

. Garlic mustard can be controlled 
by pulling or cutting. Plants that 
have flowered should not be 
composted; they should be 
bagged, removed , and destroyed 
so their seeds don 't germinate. 

Cranes in the Bog 
Sandhill cranes are back. We 
hear them in mid-March before we 
see them - a raucous braying 
from a nearby field or a softer 
bugle from high overhead. 

Standing four-feet-tall , with a six
foot wingspread, gray plumage, 
and a red forehead, cranes are 
conspicuous birds. In flight they 
extend both their neck and legs, 
and the upstroke of their long, slim 
wings looks quicker than the down 
stroke. Herons, with wider wings 
and slower wing beats, tuck in 
their necks in flight. 

In spring cranes often travel in 
threes. Last year's brownish 
young, called a colt, won't breed 
until it is two years old , and it 
stays with its parents into its 
second summer. 

Cranes graze grasshoppers, 
frogs, snakes, small rodents, 
grains, and tender plants. They 
nest on the ground in reeds and 

sedges. Coyotes ·and cold, wet 
weather in late April are the main 
threats to their single chick, which 
leaves the nest within hours of 
hatching. The chick doesn't fly until 
it is adult size but is a fast runner. 

Crane populations in southeast 
Wisconsin have increased 
dramatically in the last twenty years. 

Do You Know? 
Around 1 0% of the plant species 
found in the Bog are northern plants 
that don't grow any farther south in 
Wisconsin than the Cedarburg Bog? 
And that about a dozen species of 
birds that nest in the Bog nest more 
commonly in far northern Wisconsin 
and into Canada. When they arrive 
here on migration, it looks like 
home. 

YES I'd like to be a Friend of the Cedarburg Bog 
Name(s) ________________ _ 

Address ________________ _ _ 

City _______ __ State __ Zip ____ _ 

Phone ( email _ _ ___ _ 

Membership fee: $25, Basic Friends (individual or household) 
$ , Very Good Friends 

Preferred contact? (please circle) Mail Phone E-mail 

Some 2006 goals ... 
- Fundraising and membership campaign 
-Assess protection and management needs 
-Repair UW-M boardwalk into the 'string bog ' 
- Build an osprey platform at Mud Lake 
- Survey vegetation and plan invasive species control 

Your Volunteer Interests? 
_ Research/Monitoring 
_Fundraising 

Make checks payable to the Friends of the Cedarburg Bog, Inc and send to: 

_Trail Maintenance/Construction 
_Invasive Species Control 
_Education programs Friends of the Cedarburg Bog, Inc I clo University of W isconsin-Milwaukee 

Field Station I 3095 Blue Goose Rood I Saukville, W I 530 80 

FOCB is a non-profit organization. All contributions are tax deductible. 
FOCB will not share your personal inf ormation with any other group or 
n r ann i7nf inn 

_Special Events 
Website 
Newsletter 

What you want to do 



FOCB Calendar · 
Spring Board Meeting: April12, 
7:00P.M., UWM Field station 

The special events volunteers and 
the stewardship committee are 
working on a calendar of workdays 
and events. Watch for a postcard 
with the Friends' spring and 
summer schedule. 

Call the UWM Field Station at 262-
675-6844 or check the website at 
www. uwm. edu/dept/fieldstation for 
information about UWM public 
walks and workshops: 

Other events In the area 
Some non-FOCB events that might 
be of interest. 

Annual Crane Count: 
April 22, 5:30 A.M. to 7:30 A.M. 
Ozaukee County contact: The 
International Crane Foundation, 
608-356-9462 or e-mail 
naturalists@savingcranes.com. 
Washington County contact: Bob 
Raffel, 262-966-2187 or e-mail 
sandhill@core.com 

Wildflower Sale: 
May 13, 9:00A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 
Lac Lawrann Conservancy, West 
Bend. Flowers, herbs, bird 
houses, trellises, and more. 
Become a member and shop on 
May 12'h. For information, call 
Kate at 262-335-5085. 

Riveredge Bird Club 
Birdathon/bandathon: 
May 20, all day. For information 
call Noel Cutright at 262-675-2443 
or e-mail: noel.cutright@we
energies.com 

Riveredge Butterfly Count: 
July 8, 8:30A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Contact Sunny Knudson at 262-
675-6888 or email 
sun ny@riveredge. us. 

Riveredge Speaks Out: 
Adult ecology lecture series, 
Third Tuesday of the month, 
Mequon City Hall, 7:00 P.M to 
8:00 P.M. Admission free, 
donation requested. 

Thanks to artist and Board 
member Tom Uttech for designing 
our logo. 

FOCB website 
Is a work in progress. Look for us 
soon at www.bogfriends.org. 
The site will be used to post news, 
events, meetings, and information 
about the Friends and the Bog. 

Websltes to try 
Wildlife watchers can report their 
sightings at www.wisnetmap.org. 
The information you provide helps to 
increase understanding of animals' 
ranges in the state. 

Kids of all ages can find facts and 
photos of the environment and 
information about careers with the 
Department of Natural Resources at 
the DNR's "EEK" site at 
www.dnr.state.wi.us/eek/ or through 
a link from the DNR home page 
(www.dnr.state.wi.us) . 
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